OFFICERS

President — LI. 5-5107
MRS. ALICE FOSS
6045 St. Croix Ave.
Minneapolis 22, Minn.

Vice President — UN. 9-4763
MRS. CLIFF. STOVER
7014 4th Ave. So.
Minneapolis 23, Minn.

Second Vice President
MISS ADAH ANDERSON
822 Edgemoor Drive
Hopkins, Minn.

Secretary — LI. 5-9764
MRS. U. J. IPSEN
6515 Knoll St.
Minneapolis 27, Minn.

Corresponding Secretary
MRS. DALLAS MESSER
2940 Edgewood Ave.
Minneapolis 26, Minn.

Treasurer
MRS. L. A. WRIGHT
3611 Orchard Ave.
Robbinsdale, Minn.

Directors
MRS. GEO. THOMAS
2125 Glenhurst Rd.
Minneapolis 16, Minn.

MR. ROBT. LONGHENRY
1695 East Ave.
St. Paul 9, Minn.

MRS. O. A. BAKKE
5145 Golden Valley Rd.
Minneapolis 22, Minn.

MRS. EDYTHE BURNS
7305 W. River Rd.
Minneapoliz 12, Minn.

MR. ROBT. LEACOCK
1840 Montreal
St. Paul 5, Minn.

MR. JACK KUPKA
4818 Colfax No.
Minneapolis 12, Minn.

amntenr and opan.
For example lr, CGable or lirs., Fess will not Judge in ths eopen olass because

antries.

Cwin City Jris Society

NEWS AND VIEWS
Yole VI — Ne. 4 Yay, 1958

G S M e S O WD G G R e s S R e S e e s e “n s owe S

ey 22, 1958

The noxt meeting of the Twin City Iris Socliety will be lUay 22
at the regular meeting place, the Bast Iake YT.M.Celdsy 1845 E.
Lake, A most interesting program has been arrauged and we ore
hoping everyaue will be in attendance. Wouldn®t it be wonder-
ful if juat once we could have 100% of ocur members there.

Next Upeting

David Sind4, our suthority on dwarf iris, will talk on his
experience with dwerfs snd, posaibly, will have scme specimensa
$o show. Also Beily Van Buskirk will explain the arvangenent
schedule for the coming show and will initerpret somo of them by
demonstrations, Also if anyone has questions about the show
bring them along and we will find someonae 4o answer them if we
can,

The dates for the show are June 8 and 9 and we hope everyone will
bring all the iris they can and meks this the biggsost ond beat
show yet, Lir, Ipsen, 23 show chairman, and his committiee are
doing a bang-up Job and deserve the whole-hearded support of all
of upl
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Judges at the Show - Cus Sindt

Last month Edythe Burns pointed out some of the things a judge
oonaiders when judging drisg and some of the difficulties he rTuns
into. I have been asked to act as chief judge for our 1958 show,
That does not mean I knew wmore sbout iris than others - far from
it - but it does mean that I will be responsible for getting
Judges and essigning then to olesses. To counsider carefully each
sialk of iris in one of our shows is a major dask. To expedite
this 2 pair of Jjudges works on gach of our three classes - novice,
The Judges are agsigned so that no ore will be Judging his owm

they will be exhibitors in that nlaas.

The Court of Honor or bsat stalk in each coler is selected from the single speaimén

blue ribbon winmers in the open, amateur and novice classes.

Thae Queen of the Show

is then selected from those specimens which are on the Court of Honor by virtue of

beiag a color champion. The Count of Henor and Queen of the Show melegtions will be
made this year by lirs. Howard Goodrick our regional vice president from Milwaukee,
Wisgonsin., Princeases are selected from the two classes that did not have the Quesn
of the Show, The princesses may or may not come from the Court of Honmor. ILaat year
the best bloom in the novice elass did not moke the Court of Honor bascause there was
a better stalk in the open class, but it did make a Pringess,
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All A,I.S. asoceredited judges rote the seedlings. If any are considered worihy
“hoy may be given a "Cerxriificats of Commendation™, A% our show we also plagse the
~_.0p seedling, selected by all the Judges, on the Court of Homoxr. The Court of
Honor is completesd by the addition of thse Grand Champion Arrangement from +the
arrangenent gection., TFor this, qualified arrangement judges are used,

The responsibility of Jjudging a show is a large one, and sincs it is o matter of
opinion and individusl ideals, there maoy be cases in which you do not sgree with
the judging. That ia your right but I believe tkat the judge is honest in his
docisionm; if he were otherwise, 1 should not ask him. It is also well to remember
that the judge rates what he sees ~ not what it was a few hours age or whot it may
be a fow hours hense.

Bring in your best blooms and dan't say after the judgiag, "I have a2 better cne
than that at home™, I'm sure the judges will couvsider your entry as carefully as
any other in tho shaow.
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Mianetorks - Pat Wyseoky

We hops to save some of ocur new pembers much unnegessary laber by the following
talea of our experiengs, In our early years of showing izis we tried to tie the
breds with florista tapa {as one does with roses) to hold thém baok. Ve found the
iris are not docile as the roses are and when iris want to gpen they open -
florists tape or not, They simply shave the tope down the stem or aplit the tape
go it falls on the ground. We alasc heard that outting bleoom stalks very early
and putting them in tight bud in a coel darxk reom would hold them uvntil show tima,
Ve have & cold, dark, damp ghowey rocm under the boathouse that we uged to load

with iris bloom stalks, We hoped they would walt quietly in +that room until time
t0 take them to the show when they would obediently cpen. We found that iris bloon
in a daxk, damp showsr room just as well as in a garden zand at about the same timse,
They loze asome of thelr color and some good form opening iv sush a room.

We have found that inatead of cudting exhibitien bloom stalks that are almest, but
not quite, ready for sbow they apan far better on the plants, Ve have trisd

Miria sitting” a dbloom mitalk the night before the show by putiing it under artificlal
light %o force it open., They opsr much more freely and have mmeh betier form when
left outside, PFox some reason irds like the dark cool night in which %o open. Im
other words the early, early birds are the ounes who win the ribbeonz. The iris that
opar during the night before the judging asre the fresheat irdls and have the beat
golor and form. They are the cunes thet walk off with ribbons for ths exhibitor.

I+ is ovident that gerdem - puts mosty of uws in a state of perpetual optimism. The
recont freeze didn'% freeze our enthusiesm at all in spite of the fact that it froze
evorything else. In plain sight of our limp dayliliem, blaokeued rose foliage and
wilted iris we went out b0 plant two peach trees, smome blusberries, grapes, mul-
berries, in fact even o pow~pow. If that ifan't optimistic I ¢an think of only one
other word for it, and I prefer to think of it as optinistic.

In paest years we have had an cccasional corn stalle ralme iis heed in the rose gorden,

Cur ground oorn cobs are & wonderful mulch exospt for that, This year we doubt

that even one keornel of corn will survive the onslaught of the multitudes of birds
.__@'ve had in the rose garden since we put ou the muloh last week. Ve wsre able 1o
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get only 1/3 of sur usuel yearly owrdsr of ground corn coba this year. The operetor

of the feed store oxplained that the corn was so wet the formers didu?t bring it in
O shelling during the winter. Cardeners who hope o use corn ¢ob mileh this yeasr
“uad betiter hurry to get what thers is of it.

Iris catalogues from out of the state are beginning to arrive bringing thelir
beautiful color piletures and fabulous prices. Sowe of these Irle we have never
seen except in the color pictures and we wunder each year if they will asppear at
tbe Twin City Iris Society Show. They don't = perhaps the prices are just too
fabulous or the color plotures Jjust a bit of wisbful thinking.

Our Lisac is stending up in her orid new., Ve hope that by auction time she'll be
sble to siart bidding on rhizomss for her own iris garden.

At the last meeting we sat hopefully waliing for our names to be drawn far one

of Franklin's wonderful Hybrid Peoniss or for "Fon-Fare® a lovely nsw floribunde
roge that liother doean?t have. Urs. Dakke's iris stales would have helped so
much with the strong winds off the lake that are all too prevalling in the sunmer-
tinme. Ve were hopefully waiting '%il the bitter end so now we will have to hope
again a% the next drawing, Comgratulatisus %o those lugky people who did get ons
af thoseo fine prizes.

I'm off 4o lilwaunkee next week and will sse how their gardens are doing. I
gure they can’t beat the Twin Clty ares this year because in apite of that
miserable freeze things are recovering nicely. You see I am 3%till an incurable
Optma'b o
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South Side « Le Ve Franklin

Ir this wonderful specially favered south side we were speolally favored with a
protty bard freseze since last reporting. Ve find that there is some damage %o
the lilae bloom and the Iris seems +to have beecn affected some. The weeks are
growing very fine, thank you!

By the way - that plant with the little white flower which Gus Sindt Jjokingly
referred %o in his sample itwo-minute talk last neeting ls Shepherd's Purse. Dontt
aglc me why. Dob Tischler calls it Fronch weed. Ask him now come. laybe bepause
the flower is 3o petite. The petite flowersd gem is ne joke, however. It is
there already to grow when the snow goes off and is llowering and seeding aluost
before the Iris and peonies are awake., If it gets meeded thickly it comes up in
big clods when cultivated snd will live and ssed anyway. If you dontt have any
we gan give you & start. There is a lot blooming arcund here right now.

You ars all wondering mo doubt about the Iris show date, WAll they be at thelr
height at the right time? Well, I am no weather prophet or the son of a weather
prophet but some of the »ld times may that today, May 10 should be the beginning
of corn planting time (sure hot, 400 =« 85 degrees). In & normal season the oak
troes should have leaves the size of squirrelis ears. I haven't bean able o
gsatoh a squirrel today to sse Just how big their ears are but the ogk leaves are
juat about as big os a squirrels ear should be, I think, se this must be a normal
geason on this dats., The oask is a desp reoted tree and i= not mich affected by
tbe sudden ups and dowms in temperature and therefore one of the baest indigations

~_.f the progress of the ssason. Hope this helps you figurs out when your Iris are
going to bleom,
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Hildred Stover is getting to be a TV celebrlfy. Her raxt appearsuse will be
June 18 annocuncing the raticnal peony show here in llinneapolis., Uith her winning
~mile and a gorgeous bouquet of peonies she is bound to mske a hit.
N A '
Visited Ben Haeg's gardens, Everythling looks wonderful. HNeot a wesd in sight.
Ben has been sorta' under the weaither and still has a 2tiff neck. Vexy plilosophical
about it though «— o0ld age he says. He has had time, though, to build a lilly
pool, paved with patio blocks and created a setiing with roclks and background
plantings. st see it later.

Did you notice Charlotte Sindtfs picture with two other of the big wheels of the

PREO in the Uinneapolis Star? She haz moved again! This time to 347 lUeXnight Road.
Gus must bave quite a time kesping wp wilth her,
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Denft forget the next meeding - « Thursday, lay 22, 1958
8200 Pgﬁp
PLEASE BE FPROMPT 1t

Ses you at tho show and I hope everyone wins blue ribbomsiiily



